
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Caroline Sherrard 
January 15, 2019 Phone: (617) 722-1555 

 
SENATOR RAUSCH ANNOUNCES STATE HOUSE STAFF 

 
Boston, MA – Senator Becca Rausch (D- Needham) has hired her State House team, consisting of a 
Chief of Staff, General Counsel & Legislative Director, Outreach Director, and two Legislative Aides. 
Any member of the staff can be reached at (617) 722-1555. The office is temporarily located in 
room 419 of the State House. 
 
CAROLINE SHERRARD, CHIEF OF STAFF 

 

Caroline Sherrard grew up in Maryland and moved to Massachusetts 

to attend Tufts University, where she studied Political Science and 

Community Health, focusing on social determinants of health. Caroline 

previously worked in the House for Representative Mary Keefe and 

most recently was Legislative Director for Leader Byron Rushing. Her 

favorite part of working at the State House is the privilege of tackling a 

variety of issues and finding interrelations. Caroline is passionate 

about continuing to work on equity and civil rights issues. In her spare 

time, she grows tomatoes on her fire escape and accidentally kills a rosemary plant once every few 

months. Caroline lives with her fiancé who is a Boston-area social worker. 

GRETCHEN VAN NESS, GENERAL COUNSEL & LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 

 

Civil rights attorney and activist Gretchen Van Ness is known for 

her work combating race, gender, disability, and sexual orientation 

discrimination. Van Ness served as president of the Women’s Bar 

Association of Massachusetts, was named a Best of Boston Attorney 

by Boston Magazine, and has been honored as a Massachusetts 

Super Lawyer. She is a graduate of Boston College Law School, 

where she served as Editor-in-Chief of the Boston College Law 

Review. She clerked for the Honorable Bailey Aldrich on the First 

Circuit Court of Appeals in Boston and served as special law clerk to 

U.S. District Court Judge A. David Mazzone when he chaired the U.S. 

Sentencing Commission in Washington, D.C. She worked for many 

years as a Staff Attorney on the First Circuit Court of Appeals. Van 
Ness has lectured widely and taught at both the Suffolk University 

Law School and the Harvard Extension School.  

 

Van Ness is an active member of her community, serving as president of the Hyde Jackson Square 

Main Street and Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees of her alma mater, Wilson College. In 2018, she 



was a candidate for State Representative of the 14th Suffolk District, finishing second in her first 

run for public office. She currently co-chairs the Zoning Committee of the Fairmount Hill 

Neighborhood Association in Hyde Park and serves on the boards of LGBTQ Senior Housing Inc. and 

the Massachusetts Women's Political Caucus PAC. She lives in Hyde Park with her spouse, Sharon 

Stagliola, and their two rescue dogs.  

ALANA WESTWATER, OUTREACH DIRECTOR 

  

Alana Westwater grew up in Framingham and graduated from Keene State 

College in 2017 with a degree in Public Health, focusing on sexual education 

and reproductive justice. Related to her academic pursuits, Alana interned 

with Planned Parenthood of Northern New England as an organizer. Most 

recently, she worked as the Field Director for Senator Rausch's campaign. 

Alana lives in Newburyport with her boyfriend where she spends her free 

time at the gym, swimming, and learning about coffee.  

 

 

 

EVAN BERRY, LEGISLATIVE AIDE 

A Medfield native and graduate of McGill University, Evan Berry recently 

served as a Greater Boston field organizer for the 2018 coordinated 

Democratic campaign. Prior to his work in government, Evan worked as an 

educator with nonprofits such as Breakthrough New York, City Year Boston, 

and the Fulbright Commission in Brazil. Evan is also a 2019 New Leaders 

Council fellow.  

 

CAITLIN ROUGEAU, LEGISLATIVE AIDE 

A former Spanish, Social Studies, and ESL teacher, Caitlin Rougeau spent 

the last few years building a new career for herself. As an 

undergraduate, she studied History, Secondary Education, and Spanish 

and was an activist in reproductive health, social justice, and the 

environment. Her activism earned her a nomination for Worcester's 

Multicultural Leadership Award. After graduating, Caitlin lived and 

taught in Spain and Belgium where she learned Spanish, French, and 

some Arabic. Re-inspired by the world of policy after working as an 

activist with Clean Water Action, she earned a Master’s degree in 

Political Science from the Université Libre de Bruxelles (Brussels, 

Belgium). Since moving back to the U.S. just one year ago, Caitlin has 

worked on three State Representative campaigns, one as campaign 

manager. Aside from her passion for the environment and environmental justice, Caitlin spends her 

time dancing, learning hands-on eco-building methods, and enjoying nature and outdoor sports. 


