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SENATOR RAUSCH DELIVERS POWERFUL INAUGURAL SPEECH, 

ACHIEVES UNANIMOUS ADOPTION OF ANTI-HARASSMENT RULES AMENDMENT 
Senator Rausch also reaffirms her commitment to transparency 

 
Boston, MA – Senator Becca Rausch (D-Needham) delivered a powerful inaugural speech on the Senate 

floor during the chamber’s first formal session Thursday, highlighting her early appointment and service to 

the Temporary Committee on Rules and her amendment to combat sexual and identity-based harassment 

on Beacon Hill. The Senator achieved unanimous support for her amendment, passing on a 39-0 roll call 

vote. 

“[E]very person in this building and every constituent we represent should know, without equivocation, 

that we as the elected members of the Massachusetts State Senate will not tolerate identity-based or sexual 

harassment or assault in or around these hallowed halls,” Rausch said as she urged her colleagues to vote 

in favor of her amendment to the Senate Rules.  

During the committee process, Rausch advocated successfully for an independent rule on anti-harassment, 

appearing as Rule 11F. Her amendment (7.1) bolstered the rule provided in the committee report in four 

imperative ways, including clarifying that the Senate’s anti-harassment policy expressly prohibits 

retaliation against any person who reports or cooperates with an investigation into an incident of 

harassment or assault. 

“By strengthening and lifting up the rule proffered in the committee report through adoption of my 

amendment, we will continue to lift up the voices and stories, heard and unheard, of every survivor of 

harassment and assault in this building, and every survivor throughout this Commonwealth,” Senator 

Rausch remarked in her speech. 

Referencing her recently filed bill (SD.1412) to create an independent commission to investigate 

harassment and assault complaints, Senator Rausch said to her fellow members, “our stance on this matter 

must not wait for the legislative process to unfold. We must make this shift today…. Process matters. 

Process sets the tone. My grandfather used to say, ‘it’s the tone that makes the music.’ Here, with this 

amendment, let us make the culture-changing music.”  

Senator Rausch also reaffirmed her commitment to transparency in Thursday’s proceedings and 

preparatory rules work in advance of the session. She cosponsored and contributed to the language of an 

amendment, spearheaded by Senator Walter Timilty (D-Milton), to require publication of all joint 

committee votes. This amendment was adopted 39-0. In addition, Senator Rausch and Senator Jamie 

Eldridge (D-Acton) voted with their Republican colleagues in favor of an amendment to require committee 

report publication by 5:00 p.m. in order to be considered by the Senate the following day. The Senator also 

stood every time a member requested a roll call. 
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