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SENATOR RAUSCH AND STATE HOUSE COLLEAGUES WRAP UP SUCCESSFUL DIAPER DRIVE  
Legislators collect approximately 3,000 diapers to raise awareness for diaper need  

and support low-income families  
  
Boston, MA – Senator Becca Rausch (D-Needham) gathered at the Grand Staircase of the State 

House alongside Senate President Karen Spilka, Speaker Robert DeLeo, and other legislators to 

conclude the month-long State House Diaper Drive spearheaded by Senator Joan Lovely (D-Salem), 

Representative Mindy Domb (D-Amherst), and Representative Smitty Pignatelli (D-Lee). In total, 

legislators collected approximately 3,000 diapers to support low-income Massachusetts families 

and to raise awareness for S.65/H.107, An Act relative to establishing a diaper benefits program, 

filed by Rep. Domb, Rep. Pignatelli, and Senator Lovely. Senator Rausch filed additional legislation 

to support families by requiring diaper changing stations in public buildings and accommodations 

(S.75). 

“As a parent of two young children, I can personally attest to the burdensome cost of diapers on 
families,” said Senator Rausch. “I am a proud co-sponsor my colleagues’ critical and timely piece of 
legislation, and I will always support our Commonwealth’s children and families.” 
 
Nationwide, one in three families struggle to provide diapers for their children, and the average 
cost of diapers is over $550 per year. S.65/H.107 would establish a Diaper Benefits Trust Fund to 
provide funding to organizations serving low-income families and alleviate the financial burden of 
diaper costs on Massachusetts’ families in need. The Department of Public Health would administer 
the fund and report annually to the Joint Committee on Children, Families, and Persons with 
Disabilities on the fund’s status.  
 
As part of her Supporting Families legislative portfolio, in January Senator Rausch filed S.75, An Act 
providing for diaper changing stations in public buildings and accommodations. This bill would 
require newly constructed and significantly renovated public buildings and places of public 
accommodations to install at least one semi-private diaper changing station that is accessible to all 
caretakers regardless of sex, gender, or disability, enabling all people to adequately take care of our 
Commonwealth’s children. Similar legislation has successfully passed in California, New York, and 
at a federal level. In 2016, President Barack Obama signed the BABIES Act into law, mandating that 
all publicly accessible federal buildings install baby-changing accommodations in both men’s and 
women’s restrooms.  
 

### 
 
Senator Becca Rausch represents the Norfolk, Bristol and Middlesex District, comprised of Attleboro, 
Franklin, Millis, Natick, Needham, Norfolk, North Attleborough, Plainville, Sherborn, Wayland, 



Wellesley, and Wrentham. Currently in her first term, Senator Rausch serves as the Senate Chair of the 
Joint Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government and the Senate Vice Chair of the Joint 
Committee on Elder Affairs. 


