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SENATOR RAUSCH’S SUITE OF FAMILY-FOCUSED BILLS  

MOVES FORWARD IN THE SENATE 

The bills cover a range of issues, from racial disparities in maternal health to making diaper 
changing stations accessible to all, regardless of gender or ability 

 

Boston, MA – Senator Rausch’s (D-Needham) innovative family-focused agenda reached a 

new legislative milestone this month, as many of her bills supporting Massachusetts 

families were favorably reported out of committee. After the February 5 reporting deadline 

for most joint legislative committees, Senator Rausch’s bills regarding racial disparities in 

maternal health, diaper changing station accessibility for all genders, and streamlining the 

adoption process for same-sex families moved out of committee. Senator Rausch’s 

legislation to increase access to home birth by licensing certified professional midwives 

previously secured a favorable report in December. 

 

“The residents of our district deeply care about lifting up all kinds of families,” Senator 

Rausch said. “These bills support and promote greater equity for all parents and caregivers, 

regardless of race, economic status, physical ability, sexual orientation, or gender identity. I 

am grateful to have earned my colleagues’ endorsement of these bills through the 

committee process and pledge to keep working until these bills become law.” 

 

S.1334, An Act to reduce racial disparities in maternal health, would establish a 

commission to address the continuing inequities in the Commonwealth’s maternal health 

outcomes, specifically in cases of maternal mortality and morbidity. The maternal mortality 

rate for mothers in Massachusetts increased 33% between 2012 and 2014 alone. Black and 

Native American women experience mortality rates three times and two and one-half times 

greater, respectively, than white women in this country. By passing this necessary 

legislation, the Commonwealth will raise awareness of the dramatic disparities in maternal 

health for people of color, develop recommendations incorporating perspectives from 

affected communities, and take critical, substantive steps forward in saving the lives of 

pregnant people and children alike.  



 

 

“It is unconscionable that in our Commonwealth, people giving birth today are more likely 

to suffer injury, illness, or death than our mothers and grandmothers who delivered in the 

previous century. This issue disproportionately affects pregnant people of color, even when 

controlled for factors such as income, age, and prenatal care. We need to do everything we 

can to ensure that preventable deaths are, in fact, prevented. Passing this bill would be a 

critical step toward that goal.” 

 

S.75, An Act providing for diaper changing stations in public buildings, calls for gender-

neutral, fully accessible diaper changing stations in new or substantially renovated 

buildings open to the public. Senator Rausch said, “We’re well into the time when parenting 

and caregiving happens in public; of course parents and caregivers need to change diapers 

when out and about. Unfortunately, if a diaper changing station can be found at all, often 

it’s only in a women’s restroom. What’s a dad to do? What about families with two dads? 

What about non-binary parents? It is 2020, and public facilities must reflect the needs of all 

caretakers of children in our Commonwealth. I’m thrilled to see such overwhelming 

support from my constituents for this common sense bill.” 

 

Additionally, S.1013, An Act to promote efficiency in co-parent adoptions, received a 

favorable report from the Joint Committee on the Judiciary. The bill streamlines the 

adoption process for families where only one parent is biologically related to the child, a 

situation disproportionately affecting LGBTQ families. While equal parenthood is respected 

and recognized in the Commonwealth, the same is not true in other parts of the country 

and internationally. Thus, parents in this situation, the majority of whom are LGBTQ, must 

adopt their own children to gain the same legal protection automatically granted to all 

other parents. The current confirmatory adoption process is costly and complicated. This 

bill streamlines the process for parents who are adopting their own children, saving 

resources and reducing backlog in family courts across the Commonwealth. 

 

Earlier in the session, S.1332, An Act relative to out-of-hospital birth access and safety, also 

received a favorable committee report. “Home birth midwifery care in the Commonwealth 

is only available to those with the means to pay out-of-pocket, usually thousands of dollars. 

True choice only exists when you have the means to actually effectuate that choice, and this 

bill ensures that choice through coverage for professional midwifery services. Improving 

access to home birth midwives also reduces health care costs and improves quality 

outcomes, which is why 35 other states in the nation already provided licensure for 

certified professional midwives, and why Massachusetts should follow suit,” Senator 

Rausch said. 

 



 

The Senator will continue advocating to pass these bills before the legislative session 

adjourns in July. 

 

### 

 

Senator Becca Rausch represents the Norfolk, Bristol and Middlesex District, comprised of Attleboro, 

Franklin, Millis, Natick, Needham, Norfolk, North Attleborough, Plainville, Sherborn, Wayland, 

Wellesley, and Wrentham. Currently in her first term, Senator Rausch serves as the Senate Chair of the 

Joint Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government and the Senate Vice Chair of the Joint 

Committee on Elder Affairs. 

 


